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BOOK REVIEWS 

The ABC's of Business. By Henry S. McKee. New York, The MacMillan Co., 
1922. pp. vi, 135. 

An able, remarkably readable, and clear introduction to the present business 
functioning of the United States at home and abroad. The point of view is 
that of a rather forward-looking orthodox economist in touch with practical 
operations. The author's gift of simple exposition is unusual, and errors due 
to brevity are few. If an understanding of existing business institutions derived 
exclusively from the book would be a trifle over-roseate, we may perhaps trust 
the reader's awakened interest and his own business experience to provide the 
desirable check. The reviewer does wonder, though, how a writer with the 
clarity of thought and honesty of expression shown in the hook at large, can 
discuss division of labor and international trade as Mr. McKee does without 
even mentioning what seems an inevitable corollary to his arguments : to wit, 
that tariffs need considerable justification. The book is worth the attention of 
anyone, old hands as well as new. 

Karl Nickehson Llewellyn. 

Yale University School of Law. 

Our Changing Constitution. By Charles W. Pierson. Garden City, Doubleday, 
Page & Co., 1922. pp. xiii, 181. 

Under this title, Mr. Pierson has presented a series of interesting and suggestive 
essays upon various phases of American constitutional law and amendment. Some 
of these essays have been published previously, but they are woven with new 
chapters into a general thesis which gives them due place in a reasoned conspectus 
of constitutional government. The nature of the American Union, with its 
attempted division of sovereignty between the states and the Nation, always has 
been a mystery to foreign students. It has become almost as much a mystery to 
our own people. The original theory of a federal government, possessing only the 
powers expressly conferred upon it by a written constitution— including those neces- 
sary and proper for carrying into execution the powers expressed— those not dele- 
gated to the United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states 
being expressly reserved to the states respectively, or to the people, has given way, 
in practice, to many departures from that simple plan. The federal government has 
encroached upon the reserved spheres of the states and the states have assumed func- 
tions properly within the scope of the powers devolved upon the Union. From time 
to time, the tide has set in favor of the states, followed by an ebb strongly towards 
the federal government Mr. Pierson discerns in recent times an increasing tendency 
to devolve upon the federal government powers which, in their essence, belong 
to the states. The most conspicuous example of this tendency is found in the 
adoption of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Amendments, particularly the former. 

"Could Washington, Madison and the other framers of the Federal Constitution 
revisit the earth in this year of grace 1922," says Mr. Pierson, "it is likely that 
nothing would bewilder them more than the recent Prohibition." It would "evi- 
dence to their minds the breaking down of a principle of government which they 
had deemed axiomatic, the abandonment of a purpose which they had supposed 
immutable. As students of the science of government they would realize that the 
most fundamental change which can overtake a free people is a change of their 
frame of mind, for to that everything must sooner or later conform." 

But, as students of human nature, those great statesmen would have known that 
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